




LIBERAL ARTS GATEWAY 

An Interview by Pia Mas 
For the Liberal Arts Gateway, I interviewed Arun John. 

He played a big role in the creation of LAG, and 

continuously does work to keep the program going. 

The Liberal Arts Gateway, "Aspires to equip students 

through deep engagement with the Liberal Arts with the 

knowledge and skills they need to thrive in a pluralistic 

society." 

LAG has been around for the past 4 years. 

A few new initiatives in LAG begin with Curiositas, a 

journal, which is a place for students to showcase their 

academic writing. 

LAG has also wanted to pair different disciplines, for 

example: a nursing focused Composition II class to 

expand their audience and to give more opportunities to 

other disciplines. Currently, LAG is trying to expand out 

to other departments for th is reason. 

Arun's favorite thing about LAG is the collaboration that 

happens between faculty within a discipline, creating 

better courses and better outcomes for students. 

LAG has strengthened the faculty community while also 

contributing to the students' success. Some of the 

statistics show improvement in grades throughout the 

students who took a LAG course. The students also said 

that LAG courses helped them understand the course 

better and made them more interested in the class. 

It is good to note that the LAG courses carry the same 

weight as regular classes, you can still use the credit 

outside of ACC. 

It's also important to know that LAG is a faculty 

empowerment initiative, and when you empower the 

faculty it automatically translates to success for 

students; "the energy from us is transferred to the 

students"-Arun John. 

LAG still has much work to do and continuously provides 

new and interesting opportunities for their students. 

, 

THE GRAMMAR SUMMIT 

An Interview by Pia Mas 
Dr. Lindsey Lawley states that, "The Grammar Summit 

can be defined in two words- equity and effectiveness." 

The purpose of the Grammar Summit is to hear other 

faculty ideas about how to proceed teaching grammar in 

today's world. People write all the time, whether it be for 

a job, class, or social media, making grammar an 

essential skill. 

However, grammar has been weaponized and some don't 

feel comfortable in their skills. People see grammar as a 

set of rules that no one ever gets right. Grammar has 

been kept so exclusionary and the organizers of the 

summit want people to be able to use it as a tool. 

The Grammar Summit motto is "tools not rules." 

The Grammar summit shares research through each field 

and makes one another ask, "What do my students 

need?" which leads to, "What can we do for our students 

now?" 

The Summit is held every fall in two year intervals. 

Faculty from anywhere in ACC can submit a proposal to 

make a presentation. A committee will then select the 

presentations and each person has time to talk about it 

and discuss with others afterwards. 

The Grammar Summit spawned from the Dean, Matthew 

Daude, and his office in 2020. 

One of Lindsey's favorite things about the Summit is how 

regularly it meets. She also likes bringing the teaching 

practice of grammar to the forefront, especially for 

classes that don't involve grammar in their syllabus, but 

still grade improper grammar that is shown. 

They aren't trying to perfect the students grammar, but 

trying to find ways to make it more useful. Not many 

students know about the Grammar Summit, however, 

they are wanting to open it up to student perspectives. 

The Grammar Summit is bound to show its effects on 

students in the years to come, and has the potential to 

create a new conversation on the way we use grammar 

in the future. 



https://cacciatore.visionandvoice.org/
https://transpositions.visionandvoice.org/
https://k12.visionandvoice.org/
https://curiositas.acclahc.org/


https://www.austincc.edu/students/honors-program
https://www.austincc.edu/students/honors-program/scholars


A FEW THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT US 

This Issue: The LAHC Marketing, Outreach, and Promotions Team 
J. Wade Allen: I'm currently in a punk band called Capture Phase (we sound kind of like 90's DC hardcore/punk), my old band Honey and Salt

toured throughout the US multiple times and we were on a small label out of Seattle, and, regrettably, I was in a ska/pop-punk 

band 20 years ago and played trombone and guitar - yikes! 

Britini Wright: I am a dancer. I have always loved partner dancing because of the connection with the music and between partners. I auditioned 

for a dance team, made it but couldn't afford to drive to practices. I have done small performances and have been in one competition. I also 

used to teach line dances in Spokane. 

Katie Lessley: My go-to karaoke songs are "Giving You the Best that I Got" (Anita Baker), "Sweet Thing" (Chaka Khan), "Damn Your Eyes" (Etta 

James), and "I Can't Make You Love Me" (Bonnie Raitt). I sing with Conspirare Symphonic Choir (on hiatus for Covid right now), and I sing 

background vocals for my good friend, Emily Shirley. I went to UT for music school and decided to stay in Austin and build a life. 

Claudia Hinojos: I'd say a thing you don't know about me is that I have a black belt in Taekwondo and I also participated in the volleyball state 

championship in Chihuahua, back in Mexico. I don't really play volleyball anymore, but I started playing when I was 10 years old because my 

dad used to be a professional player and he took me to all of his games, so I fell in love with it! 

Pia Mass: I used to be a Party Princess for children's birthday parties. 

Juniper Maldonado: I had a brief stint doing beauty pageants in middle school. I got started because my friend's step-dad insisted I should try, 

and that somehow snowballed into me winning, like, 5 local pageants and qualifying for regionals in Dallas, where I got second runner-up and 

promptly retired. Oh, and the company that ran them no longer exists. 

Hailee Toulouse: One thing you may not know about me is I lived in Cape Town, SA, and attended a religious all-girls boarding school (as an 

atheist). 

Jessica Allen: I studied with the Royal Shakespeare Company in Stratford-upon-Avon, England for a month in college. I'm also a professional 

actor and have booked 4 commercials this year, including this Just Bare commercial that has 1.3 million views on YouTube! 

httP.s://www.Y.outube.com/watch?v=HUHEPo gOAQ 

Ysella Fulton-Slavin: Both my parents, Jaime Fulton and Ysela Provencio Fulton were well known artists and when the El Paso Museum of Art 

held a retrospective of the best Southwest Artists of the last 100 years-- both of them were represented. I'm working on a book about their 

lives called Harlequins and Angels: A Story of Art, Love, and Death. (My father died tragically young at 33 years old). 

Polly Monear: Here's the thing you don't know about me: I recently caught a woodchuck that was eating my garden. I used a live trap and 

relocated her. I J ,..._ '

Photo of the Culprit: 

The Editors of CAPI ROT ADA 

I'm Ysella Fulton-Slavin. Outreach Coordinator for LAHC. a member of the MOP team. and Adjunct Professor of 
•Composition and Literary Studies. I was an English Professor for over 20 years at El Paso Community College, where I was.

the faculty advisor for the award winning literary journal Chrysalis. co-founded EPCC's Literary Fiesta. and founded
PaPaGaYo-College/Community Literary Center. I am also a writer and poet. I have a novel out in the world called
"Pomegranate" and I'm working on its sequel, "Rosemary and Cilantro".

Hello everyone! I am Pia Mas. I am a work study student for LAHC. I am an ACC student majoring in Communication Studies,
and I hope to transfer to UT in the next year or so. I am thrilled to be a part of the MOP team this year and have much to learn
from everyone on the team. I hope you enjoy reading what I put out and hope my time here is impactful. Thank You!

My name is Claudia Hinojos. and I'm a student at ACC majoring in marketing. I've recently joined the LAHC team, which has
been a great experience and opportunity for me to grow personally and professionally. I've always enjoyed learning new
skills and being able to get out of my "comfort zone".

Juniper Maldonado is a Creative Writing major at St. Edward's University who got their start at ACC. and has experience
editing the Rio Review. A Chicana Austin native, their favorite "traditional" recipe is Albondigas en Chipotle.

httP.s://www.Y.outube.com/watch?v=HUHEPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8M6usdmCDcU&ab_channel=JustBare%C2%AE


https://muybuenocookbook.com/capirotada-mexican-bread-pudding/



